Notes from the 2009 NEBRASCOE State Convention

May 30, 2009

The 2009 NEBRASCOE State Convention was held May 29-30 in Bridgeport Nebraska. 

Everyone gathered at the American Legion Hall at 3:45 p.m. to leave for the Chimney Rock Tour.  The group stopped also at the Visitor’s Center.  Here we watched a video telling about Chimney Rock.   

Next stop was the Oregon Trail Wagon Train Cookout.  While we were waiting for the meal to be cooked, we got to take a ride in a covered wagon!  The wagon driver told us about the history of the area as we rode.  What a meal – the steaks were cooked on a huge grid over a wood fire.  We are talking 16 oz rib-eye steaks.  After the home-made ice cream, we sat around a camp fire, sang songs and told jokes.  The weather was beautiful. 

Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. the State Convention Meeting convened.  The Girl Scout Troop for Bridgeport led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Cindy Hall gave the welcome and called the meeting to order.

The first speaker was Dan Steinkruger, Acting SED.  Following are my notes from his talk.

************************************************************************

Dan stated that he is a firm believer in all employees’ organizations.  He was a member of NASCOE when he was in the County Office and continues to be an associate member every year.

He is very please with these appointees chosen – Ag Sec Tom Volsack former governor of Iowa, Administrator of Farm Service Agency Doug Caruso past SED of Wisconsin and Deputy Administrator for Farm Programs Jonathan Coppess, who was an aid for Nebraska’s  Senator Ben Nelson.

In the next week or two, WDC will be announcing the SED’s and COC for the larger agriculture states.  

House Ag Committee Chairman -Collin Peterson is visiting the re-organization of USDA again. 

State Office will have a GS-13 vacancy in Compliance.  Qualified employees in the County Offices should consider applying for this position.
As far as office closures, Nebraska is NOT closing any offices until they(Nebraska) sees a balance Nation-wide.

Every CED will get a laptop computer.

Regarding the budget, it is tight.

Billie Jo sent out an email on Wellness.  We are to consider signing up for this plan.

The State Office is trying to get caught up on the office leases.

Six counties in the panhandle will be eligible for the Livestock Disaster (SURE).

Busy days ahead – hopefully we will be done signing up producers for the ACRE program by Sept 30, 2009.

Questions for Dan:

Q: Will Nebraska add COTS ?

A: Nebraska is planning on placing 3 COTS.  But with the hiring freeze they waiting    to hear from the Administrator. 

Q: Will we ever be able to check office email from home?

A: No

************************************************************************
Terri Adams  was there representing JM Marketing.  She introduced Trevor Gartner. Trevor will be the Regional Manager for Nebraska.  They did not have any brochures with them.  A packet has been mailed to each county office.  The packet includes brochures for a new dental plan, a life insurance policy that has a nursing home option and a new cancer policy. We have 60 days from May 30, 2009 to sign up for these plans.  If you can’t locate the packet, let me know and we will have them send you one.

************************************************************************

Cindy Peterson – NWA Executive

Cindy was excited that what she was going to tell us , Dan had covered earlier in his speech.  And what was even greater was that they both AGREED!!   

She also told us about the tight budget.  The last farm bill we were given 137 million to administer it and this farm bill we are getting 50 million.

The National Legislative Conference, the Far West Rally and the Negations/Consultations all went well.  Cindy P. wanted us to know that only three hours after Ag Secretary Tom  Vilsack was appointed, he obtained NASCOE President Bonnie Heiserman’s cell phone number.  Cindy was with Bonnie when she received he call asking to set up a meeting with her. That is pretty impressive, the Ag Sec calling NASCOE instead of the other way around.  So this does show us that WDC is well aware of what NASCOE does and can do.  

No plans at this time for office closing.  The twenty mile rule is still in effect until June 2010, so if WDC is going to use it they will have to do it soon.
Cindy P. does not think there will be any buy-outs.  With the tight budget, the furlough option is still there.

PT Reclassification:  We are to get an answer soon on the District PT.  This is not a position to help the District Director.  These positions would be held by a person in the district for each program.  Most of us now already have someone we usually call when we have a problem.  That is what this position would be.
Chief Program Technicians are being phased out.  
They are also trying to get GIS as a major program.

Performance Management – The new 5PM is suppose to be here before Oct 1st.

Receipts for service – They are reconsidering changing option.  

There is little money for training.  They will be doing more video training. According to Dan, Nebraska already has the 52” monitor screen for this.

County Offices that have the Eisenhower desks yet are to let Cindy P. know.  She will get that County put on a priority list.  All offices are to have the newer workstations. 

PII – According to Cindy P every producer has an identity number when their name is entered in the system.  The number is different from their social security number.  They are trying to get WDC to change to this number instead of the social security for PII purposes.
Cindy P thanked us for having her attend our convention.  Her term will end at the 2009 National Convention.  Nebraska’s Cindy Hall is the only one running for the position of Northwest Area Executive.  So Cindy Hall will be our NWA Exec starting after the Convention.

***********************************************************************

Election of Officers was held.  The following directors were elected:

President – Steve Stark, Gage County

Vice President – Greg Chewakin, Lancaster County

Secretary – Sherry Stubbendeck, Otoe County

Treasurer – Ann Kurpgeweit, Holt/Boyd County

2010 State Convention location will be decided at the September NEBRASCOE Board Meeting.  

