NEBRASCOE Board Meeting
Marriott Metro Center

Washington DC

March 8, 2011

President Greg Chewakin called the meeting to order.

Board Members present were as follows:

District 1 – Connie Richardson

District 2 – Greg Chewakin and Sherry Stubbendeck

District 3 – Raela Brandt and Tammie Janzen

District 4 – Pam Johansen and Nikki Dittmer

District 5 – Linda Melchert

District 6 – Ann Kurpgeweit

Absent – District 1 David Safty, District 5 Mellisa Koetter, District 6 Randy Guill, District 7 Larry Steinbrecher and Marti Haag. It was noted that Marti Haag was unable to attend due to weather canceling her flight.

Minutes of the September 2010 Meeting were approved with no changes.
Greg reported that he had audited the Treasurer’s books and all was in order.

Ann Kurgpeweit submitted a treasurer’s report which showed the checking account balance $18,876.50 and one CD of $10,457.78.  These balances are as of December 31, 2010 and are in the Pinnacle Bank of ONeill.  Report was approved.

Awards/Scholarship – Pam Johansen
Distinguished Service Award – No Applicants

Professional Improvement – No Applicants

Scholarships – Five Applicants

NASCOE Members Continuing Education Scholarship Program – No Applicants

Sick Leave – One Applicant

Extra Mile Award – One Applicant

Pam reported the following changes to the Scholarship Program.  

1. Scholarship applications and supporting documentation can now be submitted electronically.

2. The traditional scholarship and the NASCOE Member’s Continuing Education Scholarship Program both must be submitted to the Area Scholarship Chairperson by March 1st.

3. The NASCOE Members Continuing Education Scholarship Program does not require that college credits need to be earned.  Basically, the only thing that the 

Judges look for is to if the course is something the individual is taking to better their personal goals as an FSA Employee.
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Classes, provided by local Tech Schools or similar educational institutions for higher learning designed to improve the knowledge, skills and abilities of the person which in turn would benefit them in their FSA Career, could be eligible

 for the NASCOE Members Continuing Education Scholarship.
Benefits – Connie Richardson

Connie reminded us of the benefits available to NEBRASCOE Membership.

1. JM Marketing

a. Complimentary federal-employee benefits analysis

b. Dental Insurance, Cancer/ICU Insurance, Accident Insurance, Heart Insurance, Life Insurance and Long Term Care Insurance.

2.  Discounts at Theme Parks such as Sea World, Busch Gardens, Cypress    Gardens, Six Flags and Disney Parks.
3.  Cell phone discount with Alltel, Verizon, Sprint/Nextel, T-Mobile, Cingular/AT&T.
4. Travel specials through www.nascoetravel.com or www.gettravelop.com


5. USDA employees can purchase items through www.gov/purchasingpower.com using payroll deductions.

Emblems – Tammie Janzen

NEBRASCOE Red Cookbooks are available.

Tammie will request a State Convention Emblems packet from Era Jarrard.  There will be several 25cent items such as chocolate scented pens, collapsible can cools, sticky flag booklets and different color stickers.  Also available will be the USDA and NASCOE logo items.
Nikki will put an emblem’s order blank on the NEBRASCOE webpage.

Legislative – Linda Melchert

 Seven items of concern were submitted from employees from across the state.  

1) Health insurance premium issue – PROGRAM

2) SCIMS issue on deceased producers – PROGRAM

3) Issue with 578 producer print – PROGRAM

4) Email notification should go to everyone – STC

5) ARS info. Detailed by STO Specialists for activities – STC

6) Issue on prepayment reports – PROGRAM

7) OGC – power of attorney issue – PROGRAM
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The five items with PROGRAM after them were submitted to the NW Area Program chair for review and consideration to submit to National Program Chair for NASCOE.  

On January 25, 2011 Greg Chewakin, Linda Melchert, Ann Kurgpeweit and Sherry Stubbendeck met with the SED and STC to discuss the two STC items above.  Also discussed were two items from 2010 that we had not received responses on.  Those two items were:

1) The issue was with state newsletters providing coverage for standard articles that all county offices need to publish.

2)  We requested the STC make a video of their role on the STC and provide other guidance they feel the COC’s should have.

The State Committee asked good questions and were interested in making changes.  Once the STC submits a final response, it will be posted on the NEBRASCOE web page.

Appointments have been made with the State Senators and Representatives for the Legislative Conference March 7-9 in Washington DC.

Membership – Sherry Stubbendeck
We have 264 paid members.  There are 34 counties that have 100% membership.  

As NEBRASCOE has done in the past, new employees will be given a pro-rated membership dues rate for their very first year of employment.

Publicity – Nikki Dittmer

The webpage has been updated.  Nikki requested that we all review the update and let her know if there are any changes that we would like to see.

Elections – Larry Steinbrecher

Larry submitted an emblems report via email.  

Elections will be conducted in Districts 1, 2 and 3.  He will mail nomination forms out to paid members in these districts in Apil.  Ballots will be generated and mailed out in May.  The final date to return a ballot will be May 16th.

Larry will notify the President of the results not later than May 20, 2011.
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Old Business

The 2011 State Convention will be held in Fremont  June 10th & 11th .
Greg has received a request from FedMen for a room that they would be able to hold discussions with members.

Door prizes will be requested from the County Offices as in the past.

It was suggested to invite NAFEC, RASCOE and  JM Marketing.  

Greg has asked the SED and a representative from the STC to speak.

More details to follow.

New Business
The Northwest Area Rally will be in Oregon.  Greg will send out an email to all board members to see who is interested in going and also being a delegate.  

National Convention will be held in Texas August 8th-13th. 

Motion by Ann Kurpgeweit  to adjourn the meeting.  Connie Richardson seconded.  Motion Carried.

Secretary

Sherry Stubbendeck
