NEBRASCOE Board Meeting
June 10, 2011

Fremont Nebraska

The NEBRASCOE Board of Directors met in Fremont Nebraska on June 10, 2011.  President Greg Chewakin called the meeting to order.

Those present were:

District 1 – David Safty 

District 2 – Greg Chewakin  and Sherry Stubbendeck

District 3 Raela Brandt

District 4 – Pam Johansen

District 6 – Ann Kurpgeweit

Guests attending were Cindy Hall NWA Exec and Myron Stroup NASCOE President.

Motion was made by Pam Johansen and seconded by Raela Brandt to approve the minutes of the March 2011 meeting. Motion carried.
Ann Kurpgeweit gave the treasurer’s report.  Balance as of May 31, 2011 in checking account is $12,695.89 and one CD of $10, 488.47.  Total funds as of May 31, 2011 is $23,184.36.
Dave Safty made the motion to accept the report and Raela Brandt seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Scholarship and Awards – Pam Johansen

Pam reported scholarship applications were received from six applicants. The applications were judged by a representative from each district.  The winners of the $500 scholarships for 2011 are:

1) Marissa Kovanda   Parent is Dale Kovanda of Nucholls County

2) Erik Derby    Parent Jan Derby of Pawnee County

3) Morgan Vitosh   Parent Amy Vitosh of Gage County.

Sick leave awards will be presented to the following applicants:

Carol Thayer from Pierce County for 1000 hours

Rodney Nicolay from Stanton County for 2000 hours

David Safty from Stanton County for 2500 hours

An award for Distinguished Service to FSA-Agriculture will be presented to Barbie Nelson from Madison County.

Membership – Sherry Stubbendeck

There are 273 paid members which is 75% membership.

The following counties had 100% membership at sometime during the year:

Adams, Boone, Burt, Butler, Cedar, Chase, Cuming, Dawson, Dixon-Dakota, Dodge, Franklin, Furnas, Gage, Hamilton, Holt-Boyd, Jefferson, Johnson, Kearney, Lancaster, Madison, Merrick, Morrill, Nance, Nuckolls, Otoe, Pawnee, Perkins, Pierce, Polk, Richardson, Saunders, Seward, Sheridan, Stanton, Thurston, Wayne, Webster, and York.

Dues will remain the same for the 2012 year (July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012).

Benefits – Connie Richardson

Connie  submitted  the following report via email.

Some of the benefits available to NEBRASCOE (NASCOE) members include: 

JM Marketing, which could include: 

Complimentary federal-employee benefits analysis 

Dental Insurance, Cancer/ICU Insurance, Accident Insurance, Heart Insurance 

Life Insurance (this now includes $1000 automatic accidental death/dismemberment coverage for NASCOE members) 

Long Term Care 

Benefits for all to enjoy: 
Discounts at Theme Parks such as Sea World, Busch Gardens, Cypress Gardens, Six Flags, Disney parks 

Cell phone discount with Alltel, Verizon, Sprint/Nextel, T-Mobile, Cingular/AT&T 

Travel specials through www.nascoetravel.com or www.gettravelop.com/html/ge_index2.asp 

USDA employees can purchase items through www.gov/purchasingpower.com using payroll deductions
Elections – Larry Steinbrecher

Larry submitted the following report via email.

The following is the results of the director elections held for Districts 1, 2 and 3.

District 1  Greg Chewakin CED and Sherry Stubbendeck PT

District 2  Pamela Johansen CED and Teresa Chramosta PT

District 3  Raela Brandt CED and Tammie Janzen PT

Emblems – Tammie Janzen
No Report

Programs – Marti Haag

No Report

Legislative – Linda Melchert

2011 has been another exciting year with many new challenges and success stories.  The NeBrascoe Board received 7 items of concern from employees, below is a short listing of those items:

· Health insurance premiums 



Program

· SCIMS






Program

· Problems with 578 printing



Program

· EMAIL notifications from STO



STC

· ARS break down of duties needs clarified

STC

· Problems with prepayment reposts


Program

· Clarification on OGC power of attorney


Program

All items shown above with “Program” behind them are items forwarded to National NASCOE for resolutions in applicable program areas.  Items marked STC were taken to the State Committee for discussion and resolution.

In March members of board attended the legislative conference in WDC packets were handed out to enable all states to focus on the most important issues for our association.  We met with Nebraska congressmen and had a positive impact on the process.  We handed out documents to support our employees and ways to save money while still maintaining the current work force.

These are hard times for all and we have to continue to maintain a strong voice in the process to provide the best outcome available.  

Pam Johansen made the motion to adjourn the meeting.  Dave Safty seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Secretary

Sherry Stubbendeck
