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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Greetings to All,
Have you all been keeping up with the latest on President Obama’s health care plan?  Are you watching the play-by-play as Congress debates the plan and offers counter-proposals?  Well if you’re anything like me, I can be pretty sure that you’re not!  At least not well enough to be sure that I know all that is being discussed and how it will affect me personally.  That’s why I’m glad that NASCOE is watching out for me.  Did you know that one of the proposals being debated would end the Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) Program, the health insurance program available to FSA County Office employees?  I didn’t until NASCOE pointed that out to me.  Another proposal would open FEHB up to the public, potentially making significant changes to the composition of the pool of people being insured which could result in significant premium increases.  NASCOE has been keeping an eye on this legislation and is encouraging all employees to contact their elected representatives and let them know that we want our health insurance benefits protected.
How have the new payment processes been working in your county office?  Not well?  That’s probably a bit of an understatement!  From day one of the implementation of the new payment processes NASCOE has been monitoring the problems, compiling complaints and suggestions from county offices, and presenting this information to the national office.  It’s encouraging to see that the people in place at the national level of FSA know who NASCOE is and that they are seeking input from NASCOE.  Our Administrator, Jonathon Coppes, knows who NASCOE is.  In his former position as an aid to Senator Ben Nelson, Jonathon met with members of your NEBRASCOE board personally as they visited Capitol Hill to keep members abreast of legislation affecting FSA County Office employees.  In today’s atmosphere your support of NEBRASCOE and NASCOE through your membership dues is more important than ever.   
While there are lots of things going on at the national level, your state NEBRASCOE organization is also busy trying to serve the county employees of FSA.  At our recent board meeting held in Kearney on October 3rd initial plans for the 2010 State NEBRASCOE Convention were made.  This year’s convention will be held in Grand Island sometime in July.  As a service to county office employees, NEBRASCOE is planning to include a presentation on retirement planning.  The presentation will be put on by a representative of The FEDMEN Company.  This company has spoken at several other state conventions over the last couple of years and the presentations have been well-received.  References received from other states indicate that they are very knowledgeable on the federal retirement systems.  This company does sell retirement planning services, but the presentation at the convention will be free.  If after hearing the presentation you would like to request a personal contact or even consider hiring their service you are free to do so, but there is no obligation.  NEBRASCOE does not endorse The FEDMEN or any other retirement planning company.
We are also planning a “district challenge” team competition for fun on Friday of the State Convention.  We’re not sure just what events will be included in the competition but our intention is to make it a family-friendly competition suitable for both young and old.  You wouldn’t want your district to be the team that came in dead last would you?  They need your help.  See you at the convention.  Be ready to mark it on your calendar when the date is announced and make it a priority to be there.  
Steve Stark, NEBRASCOE President
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A Note from District 07

Way out west in the Panhandle the FSA workday is much like everywhere else.  We do have a little more diversity in crops such as sugar beets, dry edible beans, and potatoes so we get to deal with FAV.  Our terrain features historical sites like Court House and Jail Rock, Chimney Rock, and Scotts Bluff Monument.  Now to get to the point:  We did have the honor of hosting the 2009 NEBRASCOE State Convention at Bridgeport May 29-30.  We had a great business meeting with then acting SED Dan Steinkruger and Cindy Peterson – NWA Executive as speakers and important issues were discussed; however, we had much more – a fun time with fellow employees!

One of our fun times was a car pool tour.  We drove to the base of Chimney Rock, got out and walked around, then stopped at the Visitor’s Center.  As you head up to the center there are signs advising you to stay on the sidewalks and watch for rattle snakes!  Here we watched a video telling about Chimney Rock.  As we left the center and headed down the county road there was a snake stretched across the road that every vehicle slowed to check out; however, to our chagrin it was only bull snake.     

Next stop was the Oregon Trail Wagon Train Cookout.  While we were waiting for the meal to be cooked, we got to take a ride in a covered wagon!  The wagon driver told us about the history of the area as we rode.  What a meal – the steaks were cooked on a huge grid over a wood fire.  We are talking 16 oz rib-eye steaks.  After the home-made ice cream, we sat around a camp fire, sang songs and told jokes.  The weather was beautiful.

If the above sounded good, remember to pencil in the 2010 NEBRASCOE State Convention on you list of things to do next year!

A Note to all NEBRASCOE Members

The NEBRASCOE Association has notified employees to submit their concerns and suggestions to improve the work place.  The NEBRASCOE State President is working with the new State Executive Director to establish when we can meet to discuss employee concerns and suggestions submitted. Employee input is the key to our success, if we say nothing it will be interpreted as everything is going great. 
 

BIG NEWS!!!!     BIG NEWS!!!!     BIG NEWS!!!!
On Wednesday, October 28, 2009, President Obama signed into law the Fiscal Year 2010 Defense Authorization bill, which includes several benefit improvements long sought by NASCOE and other professional employee associations, including the National Association of Retired Federal Employees.  NASCOE applauds the efforts of legislators and the President for their part in this beneficial change for employees and hearing the collective voices of the professional associations who have supported the legislation.

 

  The new law allows:

· federal agencies to re-employ federal retirees on a limited, part-time basis without offset of annuity; 

· Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) workers to initially credit half, and in 2014 all, of their unused sick leave toward retirement
Read more at the following URL: http://capwiz.com/nascoe/issues/alert/?alertid=14275546&queueid=4176146896

NEBRASCOE Newsletter – November 2009, page 3

Veteran’s Day Poems

Remember 
by Brittany Vigoreaux 
  

American soldiers sacrifice so much, 

All for the freedom of our country. 

Leaving their families and heading off to war, 

Not knowing what the future holds. 

  

Working day and night 

Determined to stay strong. 

Watching friends be killed every day 

Letters from home inspiring them to keep fighting 

  

So little is given to them 

Although there is little to do, 

For those who have died in war 

We can still remember 

  

Remember all the men who have died. 

Remember all the battles fought 

Remember all the tears families cried 

Remember it was freedom the soldiers brought 

  

To this very day soldiers are under-appreciated 

Veterans Day is the day 

For the dead, living, and fighting soldiers 

To be remembered 

Freedom is not Free 
by Ashley Persyn 
  

There is a price we pay for freedom 

For it is not truly free 

But rather paid for by the contributions of veterans 

To buy our liberty 

  

As their blood drains from their body and runs like a river through the grass 

Over the years it's forgotten, war is placed in our past 

I don't think we all realize the importance veterans play 
as they voluntarily serve America each and every day 
  

We should honor the veterans for they act like a shield 

Protecting us from danger, keeping America healed. 

So if you would take a second to commemorate 

You will instantly see 

We owe veterans our gratitude 

For they are the reason we are free 
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The Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving

(Edgar Albert Guest, 1881-1959)

It may be I am getting old and like too much to dwell
Upon the days of bygone years, the days I loved so well;
But thinking of them now I wish somehow that I could know
A simple old Thanksgiving Day, like those of long ago,
When all the family gathered round a table richly spread,
With little Jamie at the foot and grandpa at the head,
The youngest of us all to greet the oldest with a smile,
With mother running in and out and laughing all the while.

It may be I'm old-fashioned, but it seems to me to-day
We're too much bent on having fun to take the time to pray;
Each little family grows up with fashions of its own;
It lives within a world itself and wants to be alone.
It has its special pleasures, its circle, too, of friends; 
There are no get-together days; each one his journey wends, 
Pursuing what he likes the best in his particular way, 
Letting the others do the same upon Thanksgiving Day.

I like the olden way the best, when relatives were glad
To meet the way they used to do when I was but a lad;
The old home was a rendezvous for all our kith and kin,
And whether living far or near they all came trooping in
With shouts of "Hello, daddy!" as they fairly stormed the place
And made a rush for mother, who would stop to wipe her face
Upon her gingham apron before she kissed them all,
Hugging them proudly to her breast, the grownups and the small.

Then laughter rang throughout the home, and, Oh, the jokes they told; 
From Boston, Frank brought new ones, but father sprang the old;
All afternoon we chatted, telling what we hoped to do,
The struggles we were making and the hardships we'd gone through;
We gathered round the fireside. How fast the hours would fly--
It seemed before we'd settled down 'twas time to say good-bye.
Those were the glad Thanksgivings, the old-time families knew
When relatives could still be friends and every heart was true.


